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BELFAS.” TON: THE 42th and 13th of 
JoLy, 2780. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 


O whom can I addreſs Thoughts 

on Volunteers, with ſo much 
Propriety as to you—to your Lordſhip 
as a No'bleman ſo eminently diſtin 
guiſhed for your Attachment to the 
Freedom and · Intereſts of your Country; 
Hand to you, Gentlemen, who have ſo 
clearly demonſtrated, that Military 
Knowledge is not incompatible with the 
Duties off the Citizen. Permit me here 
A 2 to 


(:4.4 


to expreſs my Gratitude for the Honour 
conferred on me at the late Review; 
and to aſſure you, that the Approba- 
tion you were then pleaſed to beſtow, 


was to me the firſt and greateſt of all 
Rewards, 


With every Sentiment of * 
I am, 
My Lord, and Gentlemen, | 
Your much obliged, 
And faithful Servant, 


FRANCIS DOBBS. 
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NAN FLA be a object more 1 

to Irt8HMEN, than that which now 
;nduces me to take up the Pen? The moſt ur- 
gent Neceſlity firſt introduced our armed 
Aſſociations ; but, in my Opinion, the cool- 
eſt Reflection, and ſoundeſt Policy, will 1 
rect their Continuance. | F 


- The: „ Mutiny Bill has. been ſo 
that I have 


ere. 


But, ſhould the 3 Clauſe ! in 22. 


Law be repealed, and I have no Doubt but it 
A 3 will, 


LSE] 
= my Amticty for E er Rex Volun- 


il founded, by i give an Op- 
portunity of Refutation: If they are juſt, 
they cannot be too widely communicated, 


nor too fully underſtood. 


The nobleſt Defenders, and ableſt Advo- 
cates of Freedom, have ever ſupported, and 
the Experience of Ages hath proved THIS 
TRUTH---that no Nation can continue 
free, that admits an armed Body, diſtinct 


from, and fapenpr to the Begple at large. 


If this Doctrine be generally true, it 
moſt peculiarly applies to Ireland: Too 
. to afford a ſtanding Army ſufficient 

0. protect us; and, I truſt, too wiſe, if 
_ had the Ability. ---Without a Navy, 
we muſt rely on Our internal Strength ; 
and what military Power can we have ſuf- 
ficient to guard us, without endan Fn | 
our Freedom, except an "Army of 
PEOPLE. 


It may be faid, that this only apphes 
to War; contend for it, it is equally 
a iy to Peace. Fo be prepared to 
re is the Way to prevent an Attack. 
If this Inſtitution be neglected in Tran- 
N Pak it 4 be ready for the Hour 
Danger. Phe modern Practice of Arms 
is not caſily attained; and whilſt it is ac- 


quiring, 


Mo 
; -< mare the 4 nt mo be Gabe 


_ Indepe adent of freien; 1 it 1 5 
lately that Ireland has regained her Right, 
— or ing bound only by her un 

uppoſe it poſſible that that unali- 
— Right ſhould be again diſputed-— 
were Volunteers to ceaſe, what could pre- 
vent a Britiſh Armament enforcing a Bri- 
tiſh Act of Parliament? I truſt, Great Bri- 
tain will be wife enough to preſerve. an 
everlaſting Connection between the two 
Kingdoms; but Ireland is bound by every 
Principle of EQ), to maintain; the Power 
of oppoſing Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, in 
whatever Shape they may approach, 


It is ſaid, we are contrary to Law — 
though a very young Lawyer, I deny it. 
But, if there was ſuch a Law, it would be 
contrary to every Principle of the Conſti- 
tution, and we ought, with one: Voice, to 
demand its Repeal. The Conſtitution of 
England 1s by Compact our's, and by that 
Conſtitution we are not illegal. Under the 
Saxon Race. of Kings, the Armies of Eng- 
land were formed of the People, and t 
had the Right of chooſing their own 
ficers, following, (ſays Sir Wilkam Hack 
ſtone,) © that old fundamental Maxim of the 
Saxon Conftitution, that where any Officer 
was entruſted with ſuch Power, as if 

KA abuſed, 


5 

abuſed, might tend to the Oppreſſion of the 
People, that Power was delegated to him 
by the Vote of the People themſelves (1).” 
On the Norman Conqueſt many Altera- 
tions took place; but, though the military 
Force varied in its Form, its Principles 
were the ſame; the Lands were held of 
the Monarch, and every Landholder was 
a Soldier. By the Statute of Wincheſter, 
every Man, according to his Rank and Abi- 
lity, was obliged to provide Arms, ſuch as 
were then in Uſe, By the 4th and 5th 
of Philip and Mary, the People were or- 
dered to - change their Arms for thoſe 
of more modern Uſe. In the Reign of 
James the Firſt the Armoury Laws were 
repealed, and the unhappy Charles would, 
had he been permitted, have armed ſuch only 
of his People as he thought proper.---He fell 

a Victim in the Attempt, and left an aw- - 
ful Example behind him. On the Reſto- 
ration, the military Tenures were aboliſh- 
ed, and thence the Militia Laws---Laws, 
however ſince perverted, that were founded 
on that great and true Principle, that a free 
People muſt be their own Protectors. Thus 
from the Reign of the immortal Alfred, to 
the glorious Revolution, the Defence of the 
Conſtitution was in the People at large; 
the Uſe of Arms was not only permitted 
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(1) Blackſtone's Commentaries, 1ſt Vol. p. 408. 


but 


1 

but enjoined. Who then will tell me, that 
the Revolution hath altered theſe Prin- 
ciples? Who will aſſert, that we have not, 
under the Reign of a George, thoſe Rights 
which our Anceſtors poſſeſſed, under the 
Edwards and Henrys of England? Men, 
who think only of Forms, and forget the 
Spirit of the Conſtitution, may alledge, that 
in the Times I ſpeak of, the People did 
not aſſemble together to leam the Uſe of 
Arms, did not form- themſelves into Com- 
panies or Regiments----I anſwer, that the 
Law gives no Right, without alſo giving 
the Power of enjoying it. The Right of 
carrying Arms would now be nugatory, if 
Men had not the Privilege of aſſembling 
together, and of forming themſelves in mar- 
tial Array. When Diſcipline was unne- 
ceſſary, and ſuperior Strength or Valour in 
Individuals decided the Day ;---when Men, 
without forming in large Bodies, could ac- 
quire a ſufficient Knowledge of the Sword, 
the Bow, or the Spear, there was no Oc- 
caſion for Numbers to aſſemble ; but mili- 
tary' Skill cannot now be obtained by ſuch 
Exertions. The Law and Conſtitution gives 
a poſitive Right to every Proteſtant in Ire- 
land to carry Arms: I therefore aſſert, and 
think I can maintain my Aſſertion, that it 
is legal, that it is conſtitutional, for the 
Proteſtant Inhabitants of Ireland to aſſemble 
in ſuch Bodies, and to enter into ſuch 
Regulations as may be neceſſary to acquire 

the 
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the Knowledge of Arms, agcording to the 
modern Uſe of them. 


It is faid, that the King eannot but be- 
hold the Volunteers with a jealous Eyes 
I cannat; beheye it; but, if I did, it would 
be an additional 1 for the ee 


ta his — nor can "he derive it — 
any other Source. He: cannot have an Army 
without their Conſent, expreſſed by their 
Repreſentatives. Whilſt an Army exiſts, he 
commands it; and, as King, he has alſo a Right 
to command every Subject to defend the Em- 
pire. The Idea of an Army, for the Purpoſe of 
keeping the People 1 in Subjection, is, I thank 
God, unknown in this Country. Should it 
ever happen, that a King of Great Britain 
and Ireland becomes jealous of his People, 
it will be high Time for the People to be 
jealous of him; and to take Care that 
they have. a Power bar. to any he can 
command. | 


Some apprehend that our Aſſociations are 
dangerous to the Conſtitution.—If a particu- 
tar Set of Men, of the ſamę political Way 
of thinking, and powerful in Number, were 
alone to aſſociate, I will readily admit, 
tat a Change might be brought about, 
repugnant to the general Senſe of the 

| People. 


Wi 


People. But let me aſk, who are our Af-. 
ſociators? Proteſtants of every Denomina- 
tion-—as various in their political Sentiments 
and Opinions as in their Faces or Com- 
plexions-—promifeuouſly headed by Cour- 
tiers and Patriots---of every Province and 
County in the Kingdom---Where then the 
Danger that can arife from ſuch a general 
Knowledge of Arms? I truſt Volunteers 
united will be found invincible ; but with 
out Union they are vulnerable in every 
Part. What can unite them? I will be 
bold to ſay, two Events only a foreign 
Invaſion, - or a clear and decided Attack 
on the Liberty of the Nation. Wha amongſt 
us will declare, that on either Occaſion he 
would wiſh his Country without the Means 
of Defence? Let me hear a rational Ground 
of Danger from Volunteers, and 1 will 
either anſwer it, or recant my Opinion. 


Others wiſh Volunteers to ceaſe, becauſe 
it makes the People idle takes the Ma- 
nufacturer from his Loom the Farmer 
from his Plow, and renders a Free Trade 
of little Utility. I will venture to aſſert, 
that there is not a poor Man in the King- 
dom the poorer for being/ a | Volunteer--- 
the Exerciſe of Arms becomes his Recrea- 
tion---he ſubſtitutes it in the Place of 
Cock-fighting, Horſe-racing, and the vari- 
ous Amuſements to which he was formerly 
addicted, and finds a Saving in the * 

0 


. 


To the firſt, Rioting, Gambling, and Drun- 
kenneſs, were incident—-to the latter, So- 
briety and good Order are neceſfary ; and 
he would become odious to his Brethren if 
he behaved with Impropriety. But, exclu- 
ſive of this Change of Amuſement, the 
Volunteer faves both to the Nation and to 
himſelf. Were it not for Volunteers, a 
numerous Army or Militia would be ne- 
ceſſary to our Defence, and he who now. 
8 his Country by his Spirit and his 

ime would, were volunteering to ceaſe, 
be obliged to do it by his Purſe. Let 
thoſe who argue for the Diſſolution of Vo- 
lunteers do it upon other Principles, far 
theſe will not ſupport them. 


Such are the Objections have heard, 
and thus have I endeavoured to anſwer 
them. But where ſhall I find Language to 
expreſs the Sentiments of Reſpect and Ad- 
miration with which I behold the Volun- 
teers of Ireland. Not long ſince every in- 
ſignificant Privateer was an Object of 
Alarm, and could fpread univerſal Conſterna- 
tion on our Coaſts. As if by Inſpiration our 
Aſſociations were formed, and with the 
Knowledge of Arms our Appreherifions Va- 
niſhed. Not long ſince domeſtic Commo- 
tions diſturbed our Country, which Go- 
vernment for Years attempted, but attempt- 
ed in Vain, to ſubdue.---Volunteers aroſe, 
and had the Glory of giving Force to the 

Laws, 


L 13-5 


Laws, and internal Tranquility to their 
Country. Not long ſince, there were Parts 
in this Kingdom where the King's Writ 


did not run, but now it is every where 


acknowleged and obeyed. Thus Volunteers 
have ſecured us from foreign and domeſtic 
Danger---have given Efficacy to our Laws, 
and Safety to our Perſons; and by the 
Spirit. and Propriety which has univerſally 
pervaded them, hath peculiarly marked us 
in the Annals of Mankind: Juſtly are they 
become the Wonder of foreign Nations; 
and at Home, from the Prince to the 
Peaſant, are entitled to the warmeſt Tri- 
bute of Applauſe. 


Were I permitted to approach his Ma- 
jeſty I would ſay, © Your Glory and Proſ- 
perity is founded in the Freedom and 
Wealth of the Empire ; in Numbers, your 
Enemies are infinitely ſuperior, and nothing 
can- ſupport you but the Superiority of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution. Freedom brings with 
it a bold and daring Spirit; and Security 
of Property urges Men, by every Art and 
at every Riſk, to obtain 1t---O Sire, were 
it poſſible you ſhould wiſh for arbitrary 
Power, the Indulgence of that Wiſh would 
bring with it the moſt certain and poſitive 
Deſtruction. You would no longer be the 
King of a great and mighty People, but 
would become the Deſpot of a poor and 
inſignificant Nation---Trade would fly to 
other Climes, and with it your Naval 

Power 
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Power would vaniſh-—Your Subjects, taught 
from their Cradle, to venerate their Freedom, 
would rather ſeek for Liberty in deſart Re- 
gions, than ſtoop to Slavery at Home.---Be 
not then diſtruſtful of them Rejoice at 
their acquiring a Knowledge of Arms, which 
at once reduces the Expence of the Military 
Eſtabliſhment, and removes every Jealouſy 
of Regal Power.---Proclaim to the World 
your Confidence in your People---Trade will 
flouriſh----Love of Country prevail----and 
every Thought of Emigration ceace. Thus 
will you be enabled to bear up againſt your 


Enemies Thus will you make up for the 


Inferiority of your Numbers, by the Spirit 
and Wealth, 2 Freedom and Security 
beſtow.” | 


To the Lords and Commons I would 
argue, © If your Lordſhips wiſh to tranſmit 
| _ hereditary Honours to future Times 
f you, Gentlemen, hope that your Chil- 
dren ſhall, like you, repreſent a free Peo- 
ple, encourage the Military Aſſociations of 
your Country. The Situation of Ireland 
requires a powerful armed Body, and who 
with Safety can you truſt, but her Peo- 
ple. Your Intereſt as well as Duty calls. 
Your Titles and Poſſeſſions, under a limit- 
ed Government, are ſafe and A 
under an arbitrary one, they muſt be 

carious. 6 that a King, wit 


ſtanding Army to execute his Orders, —_ 
in 
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in a Moment ànnihilate you, your Honours 
and Acquifttions. Remember, if you once 
erect a Power you cannot controul; both 
you and the People are enſlaved: For 
your o-, and for your Country's Sake, 

zmote 4 general Knowledge of Arms. 

his will ſecure you from foreign Invaſion 
and domeftic Ufurpation---this will tranſ- 
mit all you hold dear to future Genera- 
tions.” | 


To the People at large F would ſay--- 
“ Conſider the Knowledge of Arms as the firſt 
and greateſt of Acquilitions; your glorious 
Conſtitution is framed on that juſt Idea, 
that Government 1s formed for the People, 
not the People for Government. If ever 

you admit a Power diſtinct from and ſu- 

rior to you, you will ceaſe to be free. 
The Expence of Arms is but trivial, and 
when purchaſed does not ſoom requife a 
Renewal. In the firſt Inſtance they are a 
Protection from the Midnight Robber, and 
inſure the Safety and Repoſe of your Fa- 
mily. By attaining the Military Uſe of 
them, you will be able to fecufe your glo- 
rious Conſtitution againſt any poſhble do- 
meſtic Attack, and the Idea of foreign 
Invaſion will be an Object of Deriſion. 
Should Corruption creep into your Senate, 
and under the Sanction of outward Forms, 
the Reality of the Conſtitution be de- 
 Rroyed.---Should the Lords and Commons, 


eager 


FE & P 


enger in the Purſuit of Titles to FRY 
their Ambition, or of Places and Penſions? - 
to relieve their Wants, become the ſervile 


Tools of a corrupt Adminiſtration.—Vou WITS: 


may, it is true, be burthened with uſeleſs 
Places and unnieceffary Taxes:---Your:pub- 
lic Councils may want Integrity and Wiſ⸗ 
dom. but remember, my Countrymen, 
if you are acquainted with the Uſe of 
Arms, though you may be aggrieved you 
cannot be enſlaved. O then acquire this 
uſeful and neceſſary Knowledge. A free 
People muſt be their own Protectors. The 
Almighty Ruler of all hath given you the 
Means to be for ever free; and it would 
be diſdaining the Bounty 'of Heaven to 
neglect | it. Continue in the Exerciſe of 
Arg it at once your Amuſement 


2 


zen * Soldier muſt be blended. Thus l 
ſhall you continue to live under a free and 
glorious Conſtitution; and thus ſhall you 
tranſmit it, with an impregnable N 
to > remoteſt Polterity.” 
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